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FOREWORD

At the 1981 extraordinary session, the General Assembly of Georgia
enacted the statutory portion of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated,
the first complete and official recodification of the laws of Georgia since the
Code of 1933. Since the adoption of the Code of 1933, there has been a
significant increase in both the number and complexity of the laws of
Georgia. State government has grown in size and has undergone several
significant reorganizations. State government is operating under its fourth
state constitution since 1933.

In recognition of the many changes in the laws and the government of
the State of Georgia, the General Assembly created the Code Revision Study
Committee in 1976. The committee was composed of the following

members:

Honorable Wayne Snow, Jr., Chairman
Honorable Howard T. Overby, Vice Chairman
Honorable Hugh Brown McNatt, Secretary
Honorable Peter L. Banks

Honorable Roy Barnes

Honorable Robert W. Crenshaw, Jr.
Honorable Roger Johnson

Honorable Randolph C. Karrh

Honorable J. Beverly Langford

Honorable Preston B. Lewis, Jr.

Honorable Lewis R. Slaton

Honorable Hugh D. Sosebee

Honorable . Douglas Stewart

Honorable Albert W. Thompson
Honorable Larry Walker

The committee was directed to conduct a thorough study of the subject
of code revision, including the need therefor, the time involved, the cost
thereof, and all other matters relative thereto. In December, 1976, the
committee submitted its report to the General Assembly. In its findings the
committee stated: “The time for a complete, bulk revision and
recodification of this state’s statutory law is long overdue and must be
accomplished as quickly as possible. Any attempt to accomplish code
revision on a title-by-title basis is not a practicable or feasible solution to the
problem. The most economical and satisfactory method to accomplish code
revision within the State of Georgia is through a negotiated contract with a
publishing firm possessing the necessary expertise and manpower to
accomplish a complete recodification as quickly as possible.”

The committee then recommended that the General Assembly create a
Code Revision Commission and vest in the commission the responsibility of
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selecting an appropriate firm to accomplish the code revision projectand to
resolve the myriad of details connected with the code revision project.

tee, the General Assembly created the Code Revision Commission at the i
1977 session and gave the commission the powers necessary to carry out the
code revision project. The commission is composed of the Lieutenant
Governor and four members of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and four additional members of the House of‘Representa— l
tives, and five members appointed by the president of the State Bar of
Georgia, one of whom is a judge or senior judge of the supertor courts and

one of whom is a.district attorney. The members of the commission as of the

date of enactment of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated were:

In addition to the members listed above, Honorable Peter L. Banks,
Honorable Howard T. Overby, Honorable J. Beverly Langford, and Honor-
able Albert W. Thompson served as members of the commission during the
recodification process. '

for the commission. Terry A. McKenzie, Betty J. Clements, Martin Moody

To carry out the recommendations of the Code Revision Study Commit-

Honorable Wayne Snow, Jr., Chairman
Honorable Thomas B.:Murphy
Honorable Larry Walker
Honorable Randolph C. Karrh
Honorable J. C. Daugherty
Honorable Zell Miller
Honorable Roy Barnes
Honorable J. Nathan Deal
Honorable Bill Littlefield
Honorable Charles Wessels
Honorable R. W. Crenshaw, Jr.
Honorable Hugh Brown McNatt
Honorable Lewis R. Slaton
Honorable Hugh D. Sosebee
Honorable J. Douglas Stewart

The Office of Legislative Council of the General Assembly provided staff

Wilson, G. Joseph Scheuer, Dolores McDonald, and Patterson Harp served
as members of the Code Revision Division of the Office of Legislative
Counsel and as the staff of the commission. In addition, Frank H. Edwards,
Legislative Counsel, Gloria Anderson, and the other employees of the

Office of Legislative Counsel provided valuable assistance in the prepara-
tion of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Following presentations by five law publishers, the commission selected

The Michie Company to prepare and publish the Official Code of Georgia
Annotated on behalf of the State of Georgia. Following the execution of a
contract between the commission and The Michie Company, the commis-
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sion and staff developed the uniform numbering system and rules of style
which are used in the new Code. The commission adopted an arrangement
of laws consisting of 53 Code titles. A statute copy consisting of the Code of
1933, all Georgia laws enacted since 1933, and those laws which were
inadvertently omitted from the Code of 1933 but which are still in effect was
prepared and arranged into the 53 titles. The editorial staff of The Michie
Company, under the direction of David P. Harriman, Stephen C. Willard,
James J. Watson, and ]. Gerald Kail, performed a title-by-title examination of
the statute copy. Numerous memoranda were prepared and sent to the
commission for each title. The questions and proposals for changes
contained in the memoranda were examined by the staff of the commis-
sion, proposed responses were developed, and the questions and proposals
were then considered and resolved by the commission. Over 100,000
questions were resolved in this manner. In addition to the questions
contained in the memoranda, grammatical changes, the correction of
typograhical errors, the renumbering of 1933 Code sections and portions
thereof, the correction of cross-references within text, and changes neces-
sitated by rules of style were marked directly onto the statute copy by the
editors and were examined and approved by the commission and its staff.
Upon completion of this process, each title was typeset in a page-proof
format and was again examined completely by the editors and the commis-
sion’s staff. The page proofs were proofread several times and every
memoranda question and response was compared with the page proofs to
ensure that the editorial work was correct. Throughout this process, every
effort was made to avoid changes in the substance of the law. In those
instances in which the commission felt that a substantive change had to be
made, a separate bill was introduced in the General Assembly to accomplish
the change. These bills were enacted in the 1980 and 1981 regular sessions
of the General Assembly. Upon completion of the editorial process, a
manuscript entitled the Code of Georgia 1981 Legislative Edition was prepared,
presented to the General Assembly, and enacted at the 1981 extraordinary
session of the General Assembly. Annotations, indexes, editorial notes, and
other materials have been added to that manuscript to produce the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, the first official Code to be published under
authority of the State of Georgia since the Code of 1933.

In reviewing the memoranda and page proofs, the commission and its
staff received the assistance of several hundred people. The Code Revision
Overview Committee of the State Bar of Georgia and a number of
committees, sections, and individual members of the bar reviewed memo-
randa or page proofs and provided valuable assistance to the commission.
In addition, each department of state government and a number of
organizations assigned people to work with the commission in the
recodification project. This project could not have been completed without
the expertise provided by these individuals and the Code Revision Com-
mission wishes to express its gratitude for their assistance.
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The adoption and publication of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated
represents years of painstaking effort by the General Assembly of Georgia,
the Code Revision Commission, the Office of Legislative Counsel, the State
Bar of Georgia, and The Michie Company. It has been the goal of all who
have contributed their time, labor, and expertise to this project to produce
a complete, thorough, accurate, and usable Code for the State of Georgia
and its citizens. We sincerely hope and believe that this goal has been
accomplished.

Code Revision Commission
Honorable Wayne Snow, Jr.
Chairman, 1981 -
Honorable Larry Walker
Chairman, 1990
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